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CONFIDENTIAL ASMARA 0801 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR PINT ET 

SUBJECT: GETACHEW ON ERITREAN PROBLEM 

GI BRITISH HONORARY CONSUL INFORMS ME THAT IN COURSE 
OF RECENT DISCUSSION WITH VISITING BRITISH DCM AND 
HIMSELF, GEN. GETACHEW REMARKED INTER ALIA THAT 
THE ERITREAN PROBLEM CANNOT BE SOLVED WITH BAYONETS. 
HE SAID THAT THERE HAS TO BE SOME MEETING OF THE MINDS. 
BECAUSE OF THIS FEELING, HE HAS ASSIGNED A POLITICAL 
OFFICER TO EACH BATTALION OF THE ARMY OPERATING IN 
ERITREA TO ACT AS LIAISON BETWEEN THE TROOPS AND THE 
LOCAL POLULATION AND TO SEE TO IT THAT MILITARY EXCESSES 
ARE AVOIDED. GETACHEW ALSO REMARKED THAT HIS BIGGEST 
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PROBLEM IN ERITREA IS NOT THE FRONT BUT THE INDISCIPLINE 
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OF HIS OWN TROOPS. 
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